
659

of underwear it was found that three-fifths earned less than ]

L16 a year. With regard to those women engaged in the I

same sort of occupation but in their own private rooms and
not in workshops 57 per cent. earned from .&12 to .&24 <

per annum. Then, to these figures must be added the

fact that in Paris groceries are some 30 per cent. dearer i
than in London; meat and rents are also dearer. In such

circumstances, some more or less limited form of prostitution,
with its attendant risk of disease, too often supplements
these insufficient earnings. When this is not the case ex-
treme poverty causes much disease. The reporters of

L’Office du Travail examined 500 tenements of home-

workers. Of these, 135 consisted of one single room and
61. of these rooms only measured 30 cubic metres. The
rents paid varied from Z6 to 12 per annum and 32

per cent. of the lodgings inspected are described as veritable
fever dens. Yet it is in such places that some of the most
beautiful and luxurious underlinen is made. Undoubtedly
it would be much safer for the consumer as well as the
worker if such home work was prohibited. Miss Clementine

Black, who is an authority on these subjects, recently
delivered a lecture at Leicester on the sweating system
and mentioned the case of an excellent needleworker who
had made undergarments for a princess and yet only earned
2d. per hour. Presumably, if the Bill now before the House
of Commons became law such very low wages would no

longer be tolerated. Yet if the wages were increased
100 per cent. this would not insure that work done at home
would be done under wholesome conditions. It is not

always in the poorest places or among the worst paid
workers that articles of clothing are contaminated by contact
with cases of infectious disease. Nor would some increase
in the rate of wages prevent pressure causing an unhealthy
prolongation of the hours of work. All these evils can only
be removed where all privacy is abolished and sanitary or
factory inspectors are given the right of entry at all times of
the day. Where work is done for the public, where clothes
are made that the public have to wear, there the public,
represented by the sanitary authority, should exercise full
control.

THE FUNCTION OF THE PARATHYROID GLANDS.

IN the January number of the Quarterly Journal of Medioine
Dr. David Forsyth has published a very interesting paper on
the Function of the Parathyroid Glands. These small bodies
were first described by Sandstr&ouml;m in 1880 and he considered
them to be mere embryonic rests of thyroid tissue. In 1891

Gley tried the effect of removal and from the serious results
produced he was led to ascribe to them an immense import-
ance. Several subsequent observers supported his views,
and in spite of a few doubts raised by Vincent and Jolly and
by Richardson it was generally held that the parathyroids
were glands the function of which was essential to life,
their removal leading to death in a few days. Dr. Forsyth
planned a series of experiments on animals for the purpose of
obtaining data free from some possible fallacies present in
those already performed, but the experiments had to be aban-
doned as it was found impossible to avoid the objections raised,
for the parathyroids were so inconstant in position and size
that it was never possible to be certain that all had been
removed and if pains were taken to remove as much as

possible the thyroid was liable to be injured severely. He
therefore resolved to undertake two researches: one was the
detailed examination of the glands in man and the other an
investigation of the comparative anatomy, gross and minute,
of the thyroid and parathyroid glands in a large number of
mammals and birds. Dr. Forsyth points out that from an
evolutionary point of view the importance of the function of
an organ depends on the duration of its existence and the

longer a viscus has been established the fewer are its anatomi-
cal variations. Judged by this standard the parathyroids are

recent and unimportant organs, for they vary enormously in
size and position. Observations on the gross anatomical
features of the parathyroids suggest that they are related to
the thyroid gland. The parathyroids in human beings are-
most numerous in or near the thyroid, especially where the-
shape of the thyroid is subject to irregularities and eleva-
tions-that is to say, near the entrance of the inferior

thyroid artery, and in this situation accessory thyroids are-
also especially common. The interstitial cells of the thyroid-
often possess the histological characters of the parathyroids’
and yet they may take on the action of thyroid cells for-

they are not rarely active, as is shown by the presence of
oxyphile granules in their protoplasm and of granular
secretion and drops of colloid between the cells. In the

parathyroids also similar changes are usually seen, proto-
plasm filled with oxyphile granules, granular secretion, or-
drops of colloid between the cells. The quantity of secretion
may be plentiful enough to force apart the surrounding cells-
and to form a small vesicle. For all these reasons Dr. Forsyth,
comes to the conclusion that the parathyroid glands are not
merely embryonic but that they generally show definite signs-
of cellular activity. He considers that they are really portions.
of the thyroid gland which have assumed functional activity
but have not yet formed vesicles. The parathyroids are
glands essentially thyroidal in nature, possessing no peculiar
function but are engaged in the active secretion=of the same
substance as the thyroid gland.

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON TUBERCULOSIS

AT a meeting, held at 20, Hanover-square, London, on
Feb. 8th, of those interested in the formation of the general
committee for Great Britain and Ireland of the International

Congress on Tuberculosis, convened for Washington next
September, it was decided to form an executive committee
consisting of 25 members representing different parts of the
kingdom, to be selected so far as possible from those who
proposed to attend the Congress. Of these members six
were to be chosen from London, nine from the provinces,
five from Scotland, four from Ireland, and one from Wales.
This Congress promises to be one of great interest and im-
portance and although the committee has been somewhat
tardy in getting to work it is to be hoped that Great Britain
and Ireland will be well represented. A great deal of work
has been done in this country and if those who are interested
in tuberculosis are able to visit Washington Great
Britain’s contribution should be an important one, whilst
those who are able to attend should bring back with them
information of great value to the country in the present
state of public opinion in regard to legislation on tubercu-
losis. It seems to be highly desirable that not merely the
clinical and scientific aspect of tuberculosis should be well
represented but that municipal and government officials

should, if possible, give the country the benefit of their

experience at Washington.

THE ACTION OF PREPARATIONS OF IRON UPON
THE TEETH.

IN a recent number of the Thepapeutische Monatshefte Dr..
Morgenstern describes the results of a series of experiments
extending over a period of from two to four months, on the
action of various medicinal preparations of iron upon the
teeth. Thin sections of the teeth of man, the ox, and the
calf were immersed in solutions of various salts of iron and

ferruginous waters and examined microscopically at regular-
intervals. The results show that reduced iron, saceba-
rated solution of iron, and solution of albuminate of
iron exert no deleterious effects whatever and in this-

respect stand in a class by themselves. The citrates
of iron has a slight action, while the sulphate, lactate,
and pyrophosphate of iron induce a partial decalcification.
and a pronounced blackening of the teeth. Ferrous iodide.


